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3AG LIitiITS ON WATXXWOVL 
IZDUCED FOIi WEXT SEASON 

----------m--m 
Change in Federal Regulations Is in Accord with 

LegS;statiori Passed in 29 States 
-----v 

Secretary Hyde advised to-day t-hat u?oil his recom 

mendation the daily bag limits of ducks and geese allowed gunners will be re- 

duced for the next season, that is 1930-31, by changes in the Federal reii;ula- 

tions under the Migratory Eird Treaty Act. 

The necessity for this reduction has become evident from exhaustive field 

investigation by the Department of Qriculture, which has disclosed that water- 

fowl have not been holding their own in the past year. The unusual dr@ught 

that prevailed during the past season, 
i._. . 

and the reclamation of large former breed- 

ing grounds in the northwest States and Canada, have resulted in cumulative 

losses of great areas of marsh and water. 

This reduction has been vigorously insisted qon by the principal game 

associations, the Izaak Walton League of Ainerica, the Vestern Association of 

State Game Commissioners, the Association of Xorth Central States Game and Fish 

Departments, and several others. 

At its annual meeting in December the American Game Conference, a*ttended 
by representative sportsmen and conservationist6 from all parts of the conti- 
nent, adopted resolutions to this end. At its annual meeting in Was’lington in 
December, the Migratory Bird Treaty Act Advisory Board, made up of representa- 
tive sportsmen and geme conservationists from all parts of the country, passed 
a resolution by an almost unanimous vote urging that, this action be taken. .- 

?penty-nine States have-passed fegislatibn reducing the bag below the 
Federal standards, and many of them have protested at the holding of Tederal 
standards above their State limits because of the difficulties created in en- 
forcement. 

Y&e regulations will go in force after the present season, and the bag 
will be reduced from present limit on ducks of 25 to 15 a day ard on i;eese from 
8 to 4 a day and a -possession limit of 30 ducks and 8 geese is also prescribed. 
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a;‘ricult-l;re are xut~ral. ?he western c-hipmJI~ks, living as they do largely in 

rr,o;lr,tains and t:?e v:ilieriess, x3iote from sgricultu7al seCti.OilS, dso al?e 

mainly neUt7a 1 in their relation to i2aIl’s interests. Occasionally, ?iOVeVei', 

)JTbOy-e TV eir -uJ. AA habitat borders on cilltivateo fields, they ,Zo some dazase Zo- 

call;; to cro;3s. * * * TLeg soxetimes 2rove trou'olesome on areas that hcve 

been ..lla;lted for reforestation by eating the tree seeds. If chi;xnu:~~s are 

abunant in reg.ons wliere forest planting is being carried on tl;ey frequeiztly 

eat or csrq off a ,good &are of the planted seeds, and it has been fo;;-,d 

necessar;; in order to insure a successful stand first to reduce the xzbers 

of chi2munks by trapping or poisoning. Under natural conditions they aqar- 

ertly Lave no iz~rmfv.1 effect on forest growth.” 

Azotker feature of the report is an annotated bibl.io~ra@hy containing 

more t;;lan 100 titles of publi.sLed pagers relating to American chipmunks, the 

earliest one listed.being t&t of the English naturalist Catesby in 1’743 

containing the first 6escri2tion and figure of the eastern chipm-unk. 

Copies of the ;lew report, North American 7auna No. 52, may be o’o- 

tained from the Su:oerintendent of Documents, Government Frinting Cffice, 

‘Jashin;ton, D. C., at 35 cents each. 
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